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HOW THIS PROJECT CAME TO BE

In 2001 the poster “100 Unitarians and Universalists Who Made a Difference” was purchased at General Assembly,
brought back and lovingly framed by a couple who were long term members of the church. It was a beautiful gift to the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Akron congregation.

In 2017 we hung our first Black Lives Matter banner out front and in our sanctuary. In 2018 we started looking at
adopting the 8" Principle. This meant we were going to examine how we do things, how it impacts people on the
margins of the dominant culture. Part of this process required us to look around at what we already consider the norm.
What we assumed couldn’t be any different because that is how it always has been. What we overlook because it
blended in with the status quo. As we were growing into our anti-racist work, we started to take a look at the poster
that was hanging in our entryway. 97 of those featured on the poster were white and 75% were male. Was this one of
those things we overlooked because it had been there so long? In 2019 we decided to remove the poster from our
entryway and consider how it might be different.

In May of 2020, the Unitarian Universalists Church of Akron adopted the 8% Principle and the research began. What you
see here is the result of that research. There is so much more out there than is captured in this poster. We hope for
you, this poster is not the end of the inquiry, but a launching pad into further exploration.

NAVIGATING THE PROJECT

On the poster itself you will find a picture, a few descriptive words and birth and death years. This supplement will
provide you with some insight into the decision-making process for the changes. Narrowing it down to a couple words
for each person on the poster does not do justice to the contributions made. So, a link to additional biographical
information is also included.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Through the work of our 8™ Principle Transformation Committee we took a look at the demographics of the old poster.
Unitarian Universalism is considered a “white” denomination. We knew we wanted the updated poster to better reflect
the diverse and cross-cultural influences that exist in our history.

The Original Poster “100 Unitarians & Universalists who made a difference....” was printed by Uni Unique and sold at the

UUA’s InSpirit Bookstore years ago. The poster contained 99 names “+you” to equal that 100.

Demographics of the original poster

Race Gender Identity*
97 white 73 male 1 gay
1 latino 26 female

1 indian



The Revised Poster ”100 Unitarians & Universalists...Foundation, Faith, Future” contains a total of 100 names

Demographics of revised poster

Race Gender Identity *
76 white 63 male 6 gay

19 black 37 female 4 lesbian
2 indian

1 poc/indigenous(Maori)

2 asian

*The number of LGBTQIA+ folk on both versions of the poster is only as accurate as historical information depicts. It is
more than likely several others are from the community but were not identified as such in their biographic materials.

CHOOSING WHOM TO INCLUDE IN THE REVISION

Our first step was to confirm that all those on the original poster were actually Unitarians and/or Universalists. Much to
our surprise, many listed never truly became a UU. Those from the original poster that we chose not to include in this
revision are listed in several categories.

Adjacent: Their work and points of view greatly align with UU philosophy, and we claim them as our own even if they
never officially became a UU. Transcendentalists, transformational social justice reformers and humanitarians among
them.

Cannot Confirm: These are folks who are claimed on many lists of “famous UU’s” but the biographical information we
found does not come close to supporting that claim.

Removed for Cause*: Several on the list, although clearly identified as Unitarian Universalist were removed because of
their willing participation in egregious acts against humanity... slavery, exploitation.

*Note: If we were to remove all of those on the poster who expressed racism, misogyny or homophobia at one point or
another, this would be a very small poster indeed. We are an imperfect people. Those remaining on the poster were
chosen based on the contribution they made in moving our society, our country, our denomination forward for the
better despite the flaws they carried.

CHOOSING WHOM TO ADD TO THE REVISION

Research through the Meadville Lombard Sankofa Project, BLUU, UU Rainbow History helped guide us to those initially
not considered for the poster, perhaps because of their race or gender identity, yet they made significant contributions
to Unitarian Universalism and/or the world at large. Often looking to confirm one name would lead us to others. The
long overdue recognition of prolific black authors has become essential scholarship for those doing anti-racist work, thus
leading us to more historical representation as well as laying the groundwork for future representation.

We did not necessarily have to stick with just 100 names, as there are many more that could be included. We look
forward to the next reiteration of this poster. We have already started a list! Perhaps there is even a series of posters in
our future grouping folks together by time period or profession or contribution.



SOURCES

We searched many databases to determine whom to include in the revision. Some of the primary resources are listed here with a
link. And of course, Google was very helpful.

https://www.meadville.edu/library-and-archives/special-collections/sankofa-special-collection/

Celebrating UU Women in History | UU Voices | UUA.org

Dictionary of Unitarian & Universalist Biography (uudb.org)

TRUUST | Transgender Religious Professional Unitarian Universalists Together (transuu.org)

The First Out Lesbian and Gay Unitarian Universalist Ministers — UU Rainbow History

pioneers — UU Rainbow History

Wikimedia Commons



https://www.meadville.edu/library-and-archives/special-collections/sankofa-special-collection/
https://www.uua.org/pressroom/stories/celebrating-uu-women-history
https://uudb.org/index.html
https://transuu.org/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/the-first-out-lesbian-and-gay-unitarian-universalist-ministers/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/tag/pioneers/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

100 Unitarians & Universalists:
Foundation, Faith, Future

The following people are included on the revised
poster. This list provides the name of each, birth

and death years and a link to biographical
information as it applies to their work as
Unitarian Universalists. There are of course

many additional resources only a Google search

away!

Abigail Adams 1744 - 1818
John Adams 1735 - 1826
John Quincy Adams 1767 - 1848
Margo Adler 1946 - 2014
Louisa May Alcott 1832 - 1888
Horatio Alger, Jr. 1834 - 1899
Susan B. Anthony 1820 - 1906
Roger Nash Baldwin 1884 — 1981
Hosea Ballou 1771 - 1852
Bela Bartok 1881 - 1945
Clara Barton 1821 - 1912
Henry Whitney Bellows 1814 - 1882
Tim Berners-Lee 1955 -
Antoinette Brown Blackwell 1825-1921
Ray Bradbury 1920 - 2012
Preston Bradley 1888 - 1983
Egbert Ethelred Brown 1875 - 1956
Olympia Brown 1835-1926
William Cullen Bryant 1794 - 1878
Norbert Capek 1870 - 1942
Rosmarie Carnarius 1938 - 2015
Victor H Carpenter Jr 1929 - 2018
John L Cashin Jr 1928 - 2011
William Ellery Channing 1780 - 1842
Augusta Chapin 1836 - 1905

Laurel Clark 1961 - 2003
Peter Humpbhries Clark 1829 - 1925
Maria Cook 1779 - 1835
Nathaniel Currier 1813 - 1888
Gloster Dalton 1723 -1813
Charles Darwin 1809 - 1882
Francis David 1510- 1579
Mark Mosher Dewolf 1953 - 1988
Charles Dickens 1812 - 1870
Dorothea Dix 1802 - 1887
Emily Taft Douglas 1899 - 1994
David H Eaton 1932 - 1992
Abigail Adams Eliot 1892 - 1992
Dorothy M Emerson 1943 - 2019
Sophia Lyon Fahs 1876 - 1978
Robert Fulghum 1937 -

Margaret Fuller 1810 - 1850
Cecilia Payne Gaposchkin 1900 - 1979
Don Speed Smith | Goodloe 1878 - 1959
Kay Greenleaf 1939 - 2018
Edward Grieg 1843 - 1907
Natalie Gulbradsen 1919 - 2007
Francis Watkins Harper 1825-1911
Lotta Hitschmanova 1909 - 1990
John Haynes Holmes 1879 - 1964
Julia Ward Howe 1819 - 1910
William Jackson 1818 - 1909
Hester C Jeffrey 1842 - 1923
Joseph F. Jordan 1863 - 1929
Thomas Starr King 1824 - 1864
Watari Kitashima 1868-?

Andrew Kuroda 1906 - 1997
Lewis H. Latimer 1848 - 1928
Viola Liuzzo 1925 - 1965
Mary Livermore 1820 - 1905



https://www.uudb.org/adams-abigail/
https://www.uudb.org/adams-john/
https://www.uudb.org/adams-john-quincy/
https://www.uudb.org/adler-margot/
https://www.uudb.org/alcott-louisa-may/
https://www.uudb.org/alger-horatio/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/susan-b-anthony/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Roger-Nash-Baldwin
https://www.uudb.org/ballou-hosea-2d/
https://www.uudb.org/bartok-bela/
https://uudb.org/articles/clarabarton.html
https://www.uudb.org/bellows-henry-whitney/
https://www.w3.org/People/Berners-Lee/UU.html
https://www.uudb.org/blackwell-antoinette-brown/
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/american-literature-biographies/ray-bradbury
https://www.uua.org/midamerica/history/vignettes/history-vignette-7-dr-preston-bradley
https://archives.nypl.org/scm/20552
https://www.uudb.org/brown-olympia/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Cullen-Bryant
https://www.uudb.org/capek-norbert/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/rosemarie-carnarius-1938-2015/
https://uurmapa.org/the-rev-dr-victor-howard-carpenter-jr/
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session15/288119.shtml
https://www.uudb.org/channing-william-ellery/
https://www.uudb.org/chapin-augusta-jane/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurel_Clark
https://www.uudb.org/clark-peter/
https://www.uudb.org/cook-maria/
http://americanartgallery.org/artist/readmore/id/790
https://capeannslavery.org/enslaved-persons-of-record-on-cape-ann/
https://rollaunitarians.org/resources/evolution-charles-darwin/
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/river/workshop4/175758.shtml
https://uurainbowhistory.net/remembering-our-pioneers-2019/
https://www.uudb.org/dickens-charles/
https://www.uudb.org/dix-dorothea/
https://www.uudb.org/douglas-emily-taft/
https://www.uudb.org/eaton-david/
https://www.uudb.org/eliot-abigail-adams/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/dorothy-m-emerson-1943-2019/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/sophia-lyon-fahs-2/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulghum
https://www.uudb.org/fuller-margaret/
https://www.uua.org/pressroom/stories/celebrating-uu-women-history
https://www.uudb.org/goodloe-don-speed-smith/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/kay-greenleaf-1939-2018/
https://www.uudb.org/grieg-edvard-and-nina/
https://www.iarf.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/nataliegulbrandsenhunter.pdf
https://www.uudb.org/harper-frances-ellen-watkins/
https://www.uudb.org/hitschmanova-lotta/
https://www.uudb.org/holmes-john-haynes/
https://www.uudb.org/howe-julia-ward/
https://www.danielharper.org/yauu/tag/william-jackson/?msclkid=d5834bddcfe811ecb593b2f249ae9ba9
https://web.archive.org/web/20160706181530/http:/rochesterunitarian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Hester_Jeffrey.pdf
https://www.uudb.org/jordan-joseph/
https://www.uudb.org/king-thomas-starr/
https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00andre/page/10/mode/2up
https://www.uudb.org/kuroda-andrew-yoshinobu/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/lewis-howard-latimer/
https://www.uudb.org/liuzzo-viola/
https://www.uudb.org/livermore-mary-and-daniel/

Jose Blanco White 1775 - 1841
Henry Nelson Wieman 1884 - 1975
Eliza Tupper Wilkes 1844 - 1917
Frances Barrier Williams 1855 - 1944
"Fannie"

Mary Wollstonecraft | 1759 - 1797
Frank Lloyd Wright 1867 - 1959
Whitney M. Young Jr 1921-1971

Credits and Permissions

Most of the photos used are in the public domain.

This 8t Principle Chalice was designed by

artist Peg Green and has been made available

for use by the artist.

https://www.peacepeg.com/

Some hold one of the following creative common licenses.

Creative Commons — Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International —

CCBY-SA 4.0

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0

Creative Commons Zero, Public Domain Dedication

Other permissions granted from following sources:

Horace Mann 1796 - 1859
Wallace de Ortega Maxey 1902 - 1992
Lewis A McGee 1893 - 1979
Margaret Moseley 1901 - 1997
John Murray 1741 - 1815
Judith Seargant Murray 1751-1820
Richard L Nash 1935 - 1997
Eugene Barnett Navias 1928 - 2014
Florence Nightingale 1820-1910
Theodore Parker 1810 - 1860
Elizabeth Peabody 1804 - 1894
Sylvia Plath 1932 - 1963
Joseph Priestley 1733 - 1804
James Reeb 1933 - 1965
Christopher Reeve 1952 - 2005
Rammohun Roy 1772 - 1833
Florida Ruffin Ridley 1861 - 1943
Carl Sandburg 1878 - 1967
Mtangulizi Sanyika 1942-

Pete Seeger 1919 - 2014
Yvonne Seon 1937-

Rod Serling 1924 - 1975
Michael Servetus 1511 -1553
Robert Gould Shaw 1837 - 1863
Hajom Kissor Singh 1865 - 1923
Clarence Skinner 1881 - 1949
Caroline Soule 1824 - 1903
Dorothy Spoerl 1906 - 1999
Lysander Spooner 1808 — 1887
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 1815 - 1902
Adlai Stevenson 1900 - 1961
James Lewis Stoll 1936 - 1994
William Howard Taft 1857 - 1930
Hone Tuwhare 1922 - 2008
Kurt Vonnegut 1922 - 2007

The bulk of the remaining are used with permission from the
Dictionary of Unitarian and Universalist Biography (DUUB),
an on-line resource of the Unitarian Universalist History and
Heritage Society. Web address: http://uudb.org

Sankofa Special Collection | Meadville Lombard Theological
School (Ridley, McGee)

Copyright © 2010, 2012- UURMaPA, Unitarian Universalist
Retired Ministers and Partners Association (Carpenter Jr)

Wright State University photo attribution (Seon)
Sargent House Museum (Dalton)

https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/12/archiv

al objects/197573 (Maxey)

UU Rainbow History — sponsored by UURMaPA (Carnarius,
Emerson, Greanleaf, Nash, Navias, Stoll) *all pending



https://www.uudb.org/mann-horace/
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/profiles/wallace-de-ortega-maxey?msclkid=66c7abaacf1811ecb91c7d54ce95aa9c
https://www.meadville.edu/ml-commons/details/lewis-mcgee-dd-1949/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/margaret-moseley/
https://www.uudb.org/murray-john/
https://www.uudb.org/murray-judith-sargent/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/richard-l-nash-1935-1997/?msclkid=48fd6e55cf1511ecb1d749c96a31b50b
https://uurainbowhistory.net/eugene-barnett-navias-1928-2014/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Nightingale
https://www.uudb.org/parker-theodore/
https://www.uudb.org/the-peabody-sisters/
https://www.uudb.org/plath-sylvia/
https://www.sciencehistory.org/historical-profile/joseph-priestley
https://www.uudb.org/reeb-james-joseph/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Reeve
https://www.uudb.org/roy-rammohun/
https://files.meadville.edu/files/resources/ridley.pdf
https://ffrf.org/ftod-cr/item/14130-carl-sandburg1
https://blacklivesuu.org/profile/dr-mtangulizi-sanyika/
https://www.uua.org/blueboat/voices/pete-seeger-activism-spiritual-search
https://collections.carli.illinois.edu/digital/collection/mls_yseon
https://www.uudb.org/serling-rod/
https://www.uudb.org/servetus-michael/
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/shaw-regiment-hope-glory
https://www.uudb.org/singh-hajom-kissor/
https://www.uudb.org/skinner-clarence-russell/
https://www.uudb.org/soule-caroline/
https://www.uudb.org/spoerl-dorothy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysander_Spooner
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Elizabeth-Cady-Stanton
https://www.uudb.org/stevenson-adlai-ewing/
https://uurainbowhistory.net/james-l-stoll-1936-1994%e2%80%a8/
https://www.uudb.org/taft-william-howard/
https://www.uudb.org/tuwhare-hone/
https://www.uudb.org/vonnegut-kurt/
https://www.uudb.org/white-jose-maria-blanco/
https://www.uudb.org/wieman-henry-nelson/
https://www.uudb.org/wilkes-eliza-tupper/
https://www.uudb.org/williams-fannie-barrier/
https://www.uudb.org/wollstonecraft-mary/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/frank-lloyd-wright/
https://files.meadville.edu/files/resources/young.pdf
https://www.peacepeg.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
http://uudb.org/
https://www.meadville.edu/library-and-archives/special-collections/sankofa-special-collection/
https://www.meadville.edu/library-and-archives/special-collections/sankofa-special-collection/
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/12/archival_objects/197573
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/repositories/12/archival_objects/197573
https://uurainbowhistory.net/

Removed from original poster but remain adjacent:
Their work and points of view greatly align with UU
philosophy and we claim them as our own even if they

Removed, cannot confirm: These are folks who are
claimed on many lists of “famous UU’s” but the
biographical information we found does not definitively

never officially became a UU. Transcendentalists,
transformational social justice reformers and

support that claim.

humanitarians among them. Name, birth and death year Ambrose Bierce 1842 -1914

and biographical link. Thomas Carlyle 1795 - 1881

Issac Asimov 1920 - 1992 Samuel Coleridge | 1772 -1834

Henry Steele Commager | 1902 - 1998 Theodore | (Dr. Seuss) | Geisel 1904 - 1991

e.e. cummings | 1894 - 1962 Winfield | Scott Hancock 1824 - 1866

Clarence Darrow 1857 - 1938 Harriet Martineau | 1802 - 1876

Ralph Waldo Emerson 1803 - 1882 Herman Melville 1819 - 1891

Hannibal Hamlin 1809 - 1891 Marianne Moore 1887 - 1972

Nathaniel Hawthorne | 1804 - 1864 Thomas Nast 1840 - 1902

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. | 1841 -1935 Paul Revere 1734 - 1818

Thomas Huxley 1825 - 1895 Daniel Webster 1782 - 1852

Robert La Follette | 1855-1924 William Carlos Williams 1883 - 1963

Henry Wadsworth | Longfellow | 1807 - 1882

James Martineau | 1805 - 1900

John Milton 1608 - 1674

Issac Newton 1642 - 1727 Removed for Cause: Although clearly identified as
Unitarian Universalists, they were removed because of

Thomas Paine 1737-1809 their willing participation in egregious acts against

Beatrix Potter 1866 - 1943 humanity... slavery, exploitation.

Benjamin Rush 1745 -1813 P.T. Barnum | 1810 - 1891

May sarton 1912 - 1995 Robert Burns | 1759 - 1796

Albert Schweitzer | 1875 - 1965 John Calhoun | 1782 - 1850

Rabindranath Tagore | 1861-1941 Millard Fillmore | 1800 - 1874

Henry David Thoreau 1817 - 1862 Thomas mn 1743 - 1826

Walt Whitman 1819 - 1892



https://www.danielharper.org/blog/?p=374
http://www.commager.org/
https://www.uudb.org/cummings-e-e/
https://www.thoughtco.com/clarence-darrow-4687299
https://www.uudb.org/emerson-ralph-waldo/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hannibal-Hamlin
https://americanliterature.com/author/nathaniel-hawthorne/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/cambridge-harvard/oliver-wendell-holmes/
https://ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/thuxley.html
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-M-La-Follette
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/cambridge-harvard/henry-wadsworth-longfellow-2/
https://www.uudb.org/martineau-james/
https://miltonics.home.blog/2019/05/05/the-universe-in-miltons-paradise-lost/
http://www.ldolphin.org/newton.html
http://firstuualton.org/Sermon_files/ourveteran.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrix_Potter
https://www.uudb.org/rush-benjamin/
https://www.uudb.org/sarton-may/
https://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/biographies/albert-schweitzer/
https://kalyankunduorg.wordpress.com/2020/11/18/rabindranath-tagores-universalism/
https://www.uudb.org/thoreau-henry-david/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Whitman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrose_Bierce
https://slife.org/thomas-carlyle/
https://www.uudb.org/coleridge-samuel-taylor/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Seuss
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Winfield-Scott-Hancock
https://www.uudb.org/martineau-harriet/
https://poets.org/poet/herman-melville
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Marianne_Moore
https://thomasnast.com/
http://americancreation.blogspot.com/2012/05/paul-revere-immersion-of-jesus-and.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Carlos-Williams
https://www.historicmysteries.com/barnum/
https://www.uudb.org/burns-robert/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_C._Calhoun
https://www.uudb.org/fillmore-millard/
https://www.monticello.org/thomas-jefferson/jefferson-slavery/jefferson-s-attitudes-toward-slavery/
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